VDC Workshop Five Developed Ideas
(First three became student projects)

Community - Based Technology Education

Features:

1. good equipment/ teachers

2. tech based jobs

3. enable low income people to get jobs

4. renew skills

5. multiple levels of skills available

6. tech concepts, not just products

7. courses based on real needs of the community

8. mechanism to assess needs

9. *flexible/adaptable

10. board of tech/nontech representatives

a. to determine needs and resources

11. critical

12. practical

13. human

14. superior learning environment

15. culturally appropriate

16. evenings

17. on-line = combination of ways to access training

18. effective assessment

19. linked to credential/ certification

20. recruit from community students - demonstrations

a. Give info on skills, jobs, salaries, daily living applications

21. facilitate ongoing access

a. rebuild computers

22. Connection with companies

a. training

b. jobs

c. internships

23. bios - success stories

24. real life stories

25. parent/kids learn together

26. web - based university accessible

a. break it down

27. *mechanism to decide what needs to be taught

a. dependent on comm. members' industry

Basic Skills:

1. Internet

2. e-mail

3. peripheral maintenance

4. spreadsheet

5. phone install/repair/repair

6. PowerPoint/presentations

Application of skills once mastered

Mechanism for feedback from students

Secure, Searchable Database (from a user's perspective)

Features:

1. FILTER for requests

2. Has a bank of administration to sure information is current and accurate and to manage n   information

3. Agency would receive a limited menu of options for input

a. i.e.: wish list, volunteer opportunities, fundraising, log-in to gain access - protection of 

4. Confidentiality                   

5. Public presentation of organization's philanthropic endeavors

Categories of Available Info:

1. Event calendar

2. List of skills - available or needed

3. Listing of participant groups

a. --housing

b. --food

c. --health

d. --students

e. --animals

f. --jobs

g. --businesses

**At the bottom of the page is a diagram.  The diagram has "public users" on the left side of the page with an arrow leading to "administration" in the middle of the page. "Administration" then has an arrow leading to "agencies-providers of services, resources" on the right side of the page. "Agencies-providers of services, resources."  Then has an arrow leading back to "public users."  

There are 1100 non-profits IN Boulder. --- Crossover?





            Consolidation up

                                                            Quality of Service up

Information provided in different language bases

Access sites - Several, central, very local, frequented by targeted USER groups not just providers

Technological tool available to get users to administer site to internet with information

Online Center to Make Donations to Non-Profits

Features:

1. Secure credit card transactions

2. Both financial and material donations

3. Charity wish lists online

4. Pick up service

5. Searchable online database

6. Personnel to network organizations and handle distribution

a. potential volunteer opportunities

7. computer recycling

8. recycling of non-recyclable materials

9. pay pal donations/flooz

a. links

10. information database of non-profits available

11. general donations too

12. centralized drop off

a. delivery of donations

13. comm.   members also have access (restricted) to site

Interface:

1. Auto thank you email sent to donator

2. Form for money donation

a. --enter personal info, amount, + choose org.

3. collect demographic info about donators 

4. search page for material donations

5. --access database

6. --categories for items to search by

7. ability for users to post items they want to get rid of

8. bulletin board for unwanted items

9. link to other comm.   websites

Logistics to Start:

1. Start with just money donations?

a. credit card security

2. How many organizations to start with?

3. What material items organizations need

a. wish lists

b. contact information for organizations

4. Ads, marketing

a. fax, e-mail updates, no web updating

Better Communication in Bus Shelters

Features:

1. bus to shelter “warning of arrival”

a. map indicating where bus is

b. also tells where bus wil go

c. see entire route, color-coded

d. connections

e. access taxi—direct line (summon cab)

2. assistance for mentally disabled

a. this is your bus
b. this is your stop
c. active prompting
3. define where you want to go at the bus stop.  Bus tells you when to get off, transfers.
4. detection device so someone who cares knows where you are
5. take credit card/debit card
6. big red emergency button and blue safety light
7. direct line to police.  Visual contact.
8. general information display.  Tamper proof.
9. interactive exception handling for handicapped (mentally and physically)
10. access to other services while waiting
11. Other potential services
a. Web
b. Email
c. Bill changer
d. Restaurant waiting lists
e. Restaurant, store, museum lists
f. Plug in cell phone
12. Robust trip planning system
a. Using public transport including return trip plan/options
b. Plan at home, download at bus stop
c. Warning if something happened to the bus
13. Way to tell bus if you are waiting
14. Money back/credit for undelivered service
15. Full range of feedback
a. Visual
b. Audio
c. Tactile
d. Personal warning/communication gadget (on wrist?)

Ends with sketch of interface, multi-lingual touch screen.

Features:  

1. camera

2. map indicating where you are going, appropriate info will pop up for viewing

3. communication menu:  police, cab, bus main terminal

4. bill changer

5. bus pass purchase

6. community pages via web (calendar, restaurants, movies)

7. connection trip planner

8. auditory option for visually impaired or otherwise needy

System to Talk across Languages

1. facilitates communication

a. real-time

b. handheld or worn portable

c. audio and/or text

2. speak one language into device, comes out in desired language

3. all languages

4. affordable

5. for little kids, too

6. cultural nuance if important

7. translates whatever you want to say as long as you want (phrases, sentences, ideas)

8. use on phone

9. print text

10. teaching/learning device tutorial

11. sign language included

12. very user friendly

13. easy for adults

14. examples:  babelfish, altavista.com

15. toy for kids to learn language

